DUBLIN SPECIAL COMMISSION COURT 
(CASE OF FRANCIS HYNES). 


RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated i December 1 88a 

COPY c - of Two Letters of Mr. Calian, m.p., under Date of the 25th or 26th 
days of August and the 31st day of August or the 1st day of September, 
addressed to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and the Reply 
thereto.” 


Mr. Calian, m.p., to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

. T , 52 = Claverton-street, St. George’s-road, London, S.W., O 

My Lord, Friday, 25 August 1882. 

N the mat ‘ er of the Hynes’ jury case I have, so far, neither interfered nor 
even expressed any opinion, publicly nor privately, directly nor indirectly ; nor 
■would 1 intervene now, were it not for the announcement, made known through 
the Press, that your Excellency “lias no intention of holding any public 
inquiry mto the matter ;” and as I infer from Mr. R. G. 0. Hamilton's' letter of 
the 21st instant that the inquiry of your Excellency into the conduct of the 
jury will, so ar at least as the adverse allegations impugning their conduct, be 
coutined to the consideration of the affidavits forwarded to your Excellency 
by Mr. Sexton, m.p., 1 consider it my duty, indeed I feel I have no alternative, 
but to make known to your Excellency evidence of a most important nature 
winch has just come to my knowledge. 

On the night of Friday, 11th August, a gentleman of 'high professional 
standing and personal character, happened {en route for England, where he now 
is; to stay at the Imperial Hotel, Dublin. He states that, on the night in 
question, he was an eye-witness of the conduct of the jurvin the Hvnes ease, 
which he considered discreditable in the extreme. In the' public billiard-room 
ot the hotel some of the jury mixed and conversed, and drank freely with 
strangei s. iliree of the jury were under the influence of drink, more especially 
one whom he describes as “racing” after the female employes of the establish- 
ment ; and he further says that the affidavits read in the House of Commons 
last night week were not only substantially true, but convey a very mitigated 
impression of the scene. 

The gentleman (a slight resume of whose evidence I give) has been, and is, 
personalty and politically, strongty opposed to the party with whom he, William 
0 Brien, is identified. He is an extensive land agent, and both his sympathies 
and personal interests are hound up with the landlord class/ He is also a 
solicitor, and, I understand, personally known to the Attorney General for 
Ireland. He has left London for the Isle of Wight, where he is at present on 
his vacation, and whence I understand he does not purpose returning for some 
considerable time. 

If your Excellency wishes, before deciding “ whether there are any sufficient 
grounds for interfering with the due course of the law,” to examine into the 
statements of this gentleman (though I am assured he will neither be a 
c volunteer ’ witness nor yet swear an affidavit), I have no doubt he will not 
hesitate, if called upon by your Excellency, to depose on oath to the matters 
within his own knowledge, and of which he was an eye-witness on the night in 
question. 

J remain here for the next few days, and will be ready to give all particulars 
to any one your Excellency may appoint to take the evidence of this gentleman, 
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